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THE PRIME MINISTER 

"The cloudy years have unfolded their misty wings and deposited him at the front bench to the 







FOREWORD 


Q HE WINNIPEG FREE PRESS is proud to publish a little pictorial history oF 
the Bennett Government, made up of 80 selected cartoons drawn by Arch 
Dale, its nationally-known staff artist. The cartoons have all appeared on 
the Editorial Page of the Free Press during the last five years. 

The Free Press is proud of these cartoons for two reasons. The first of 
these—and modesty almost prevents it being said—is that the cartoons have been proved 
correct. A good cartoon is more than a comment on the news of the hour. It is also a 
prophecy of the effect that news will have in the future, and as our readers turn over the 
pages, they will see, again and again, that the deft turn of the drawing has emphasized the 
very fact which today, in the heat of the election campaign, is having the most telling effect. 

And the second reason? Well, the Free Press is proud of its cartoonist, and proud of 
the way he does his job. Therefore it is pleasant to be able to pay him a little compliment 
by presenting some (not all)of his bestworkinmore permanent form than the crumbling yellow 
pages of yesterday’s newspapers. More power to Arch Dale. Long may he flourish. 


Cartoonists are a queer lot. They thrive in the main upon other men’s misfortunes. 
The result is that the years 1930 to 1935, during which the Rt. Hon. R. B. Bennett was Prime 
Minister of Canada, turned into a field-day for Arch Dale. 


Everything was in Dale’s favor. He was on the staff of a newspaper which was in 
strong opposition. Dale therefore got carte blanche on the subject of Mr. Bennett and all 
his works. It is, further, a recorded fact that all did not go well for Mr. Bennett, who there¬ 
fore presented ever wider areas for vulnerable attack, and Arch Dale did not miss any bets. 
The result is that there is hardly an event of significance in the last five years that did not 
provide a target for the fun and wit and draughtsmanship of Arch Dale who, incidentally, 
had fun himself doing it. But the fun never grew broad or vulgar, and the satire was seldom, 
if ever, bitter, though it was sometimes concentrated. 

At any rate, here they are: the history of five momentous years, told in political pictures; 
and with this introduction the story must be left to tell itself. 


August, 1935. 




Here is the author, Arch 
Dale himself, with the inevi¬ 
table cigarette dangling from 
his lip. It is doubtful if he 
could draw a cartoon without 
a cigarette, and this leads up 
to the real reason why he is 
the Free Press cartoonist today. 

Archie was born in Dundee, 
Scotland, and first began to 
develop his cartooning talent 
on the Dundee Courier. But 
the quiet (?) life of a cartoon¬ 
ist palled on him. He heard 
the call of the wild, and came 
to Canada to homestead; and 
believe it or not, he did home¬ 
stead, too, 100 miles from a 
railway, in Saskatchewan. Life 
was hard, and Archie felt the 
need of a little extra cash to 
help him along, so he drew a 
cartoon and sent it to the Free 
Press. It was promptly ac¬ 
cepted, and Archie drew more 
cartoons and with equal suc¬ 
cess. The trouble was, how¬ 
ever, that (so he says) he had 
to walk into town to keep him¬ 
self supplied with cigarettes. 
A hundred miles each way, a 
couple of times a week didn’t 
leave enough time for cartoon¬ 
ing, so he dropped the homestead and came into Winnipeg to be nearer the cigarettes. Since then he has roamed far and wide. 
He worked for the Manchester Despatch where he replaced “ Poy,” who had gone to London. Then Dale also went to London 
where he joined the Harmsworth group. But he came back to Western Canada, his first love. A visit to New York and Chicago 
followed in order to syndicate his well known "Doo-Dads,” but he hated both cities. The old lure of the west re-asserted itself, and 
eight years ago he came back to Winnipeg, and joined the Free Press. He says it’s "for good,” and the Free Press hopes so. 

He still smokes incessantly, rolling his own and borrowing matches from the whole staff. The floor all round his drawing desk 
is pitted with small burns where he has thrown butts and flaming matches. He can draw anything, and can spell nothing, so the 
staff helps out. The staff also comes to the rescue now and again when an idea is lacking, and it is then possible to watch a cartoon 


from its veiy beginning. 

A series of circles and li 


___i lines appear like magic all over his drawing paper. They look like nothing and, to the outsider, mean 

still less. But, as you watch, the drawing takes shape and with almost incredible speed there emerges one of those clever drawings 
that interpret in sharp and humorous line some outstanding issue of the day. A few more strokes and the little dog appears, fre¬ 
quently serving a double purpose as sly comment on the picture and as Archie’s signature. So well known is the dog that a few 
years ago a letter with nothing on the envelope but the little dog was safely delivered to Archie at the Free Press office. 

That seems to be all that should be said about the author of 'Five Years of R. B. Bennett,” except perhaps one thing. Archie 
is married and has one daughter. He says that Julia is going to be a better cartoonist than he is. 








THE GRAND PANJANDRUM COMES TO OTTAWA 
The General Election took place on July 28, 1930. The following day’s Free Press depicted the new 
Prime Minister's triumphal entry. (July 29, 1930.) 




THE FIRST VISITOR 

About a w««k later Dale act the ton# of hi* work for the next ftva. yaan with hia firit inaiatent hint that 
•faction promiaaa war* thing* to ba takan aarloualy. (Aug. 8,1930.) 
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GETTING TO WORK ON FOREIGN MARKETS 

Mr. Bannatt than spant a law day* in Franca, his Ant opportunity, a* Data saw it, to “blast his way into 
foraign marhats.” (Nov. 22,1930.) 







WAITING FOR HIM 

On Mr. Bennett's return to Cenede he got his first inkling that his belief (so honestly end sincerely held) 
thet High Protection would end the slump, wes wrong. (Dec. 11,1930.) 

























































LOOKING FOR THE NIGGER IN THE GRAIN PILE 
I. McFarland was already installed as Government wheat agent, and rumor was abroad that 
speculative manipulation was driving prices down. (Mar. 4,1931.) 







R.B.’S IDEAL: TAKING IN EACH OTHER’S WASHING 

A tharp jab at one of Protection's fundamental fallacies. (Mar. 10 ( 1931.) 











HE WONDERS WHY THE GOODS DON’T MOVE 

A pungent comment on the folly of believing that you can tell without buying in return. 
(April 14,1931.) 








WILL HE BUNCH HIMSELF TOGETHER? 

Reports that die size of the Cabinet would be reduced led to Dale's useful and original suggestion. 
(April 27, 












A POOR LOOKOUT FOR THE YOUNG ONE 
TK« Fro Press has never relaxed its efforts for the Hudson Bay Railway, and rumors that no appropriation 
was coming up for it led to Dale’s drawing the babe in the wood. (July 18 , 1931 .) 




























ON THE WARPATH AS USUAL 

When the pound sterling depreciated, British goods found it easier to enter Canada. The Government 
slapped on dump duties. (Oct. 2, 1931.) 






f Amalgamation Never J 
Competition Ever | 



THE SPECTRE AND ITS WARNING 

Although Mr. Bennett, in hit campaign had declared unemployment was a national problem, constant 
attempts were made to push much of the load upon the provinces and municipalities. (Jan. 11,1932.) 










THE BANNER WITH THE STRANGE DEVICE 


With the history before him of Mr. Bennett's work in boosting tariffs against British goods. Dale depicts 
the Canadian Prime Minister's reaction to a speech by Mr. Baldwin. (June SO. 1932.) 







ANOTHER REFEREE’S DECISION 

Spuking at London, Ont.„ Mr. Bannatt Mid ha had naithar axcuia nor apology for putting hit high tariff 
policy into affact. Dala made tha nacamary comment. (Juna S3,1932.) 

















THE SEEKERS 

Low wheat prices recalled the proud promises to the farmers made in 1930. (Dec. SO, 1932.) 




PUTTING A STRAIN ON THE OLD MACHINE 
Reciprocity again formed a fruitful subject for satire. 



WHAT ABOUT THAT RUSSIAN TRIP ? 

After lunging Urn for some time, a proposal by a private citizen to be allowed to stage direct barter of 
western goods for Russian coal and oil, came up for further consideration. (March 2,1933.) 








"THE KID FROM CANADA" 

alter President Roosevelt's inauguration Mr. Bennett paid a state visit to Washington, whi 









THE WANDERING BOY 

Another treatment of the reciprocity negotiations which lent itself to endless variations on the protectionist 
theme. (May 3, 1933.) 








WATCHMAN, HE’S PULLING A FAST ONE 

When the Beauharnois power scheme was finally taken over by other interests in a slick re-organization 
scheme, the Free Press recalled the virtuous protests of Mr. Bennett a year before. (May 9, 1933.) 
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Cftoeuy t*ec>i.ecreo 
we, rvckaro - 
Come. \n at once ano 
ey^A»n yooR->ec.? 






THE NEW DOCTRINE LACKS POPULAR SUPPORT 
On Oct. 11, 1933, Mr. Bennett made some reference to the probable lack of knowledse of "editorial 
writers earning a few dollars a week." The chance was too good to be missed. (Oct. 30, 1933.) 





















AS BETWEEN PRIME MINISTERS 

N«w< that the Irish Free State intended to increaie wheat acreage recalled that all lignatoric* to the 
useless International Wheat Agreement had pledged themselves not to do so. But we all make promises. 
(March 13,1934.) 























CIRCUMSTANCES ALTER CASES 

Mr. Bennett threaten! to invoke the direst penalties of the law on the printing and publication in news¬ 
papers of rumors tending to bring the country or himself as representing it into contempt. (May 22,1934.) 

















CASUALTIES OF THE CRISIS 

The prompt resignation of the Hon. H. H. Stevens showed this was the case—but what effect 
would it have upon Conservative prospects? (Oct. 29,1934). 










(0MKE ONE "THAT ON A LONESOMe Road 
^ DOTH WALK \N fEAR AND DREAD, 

Ano Having once Turned ROONO walks ON, 
ano "Turns no more h»s> kead. - 







THE BENNETTS OF PARLIAMENT HILL 

"The Barretts of Wimpole Street" gave Dale another chance to expand on the confusion which the Stevens defection (or was it 
Refection?) had brought in its wake. (Nov. 16,1934.) 







ANTICIPATIONS 


On November 26, Mr. Bennett told hit Calgary fellow-townsmen that the government would be "trium 
phantly returned to office," but Dale aecided he was whistling like the little boy in the 
graveyard at night. (Nov. 27,1934.) 





THE CHANGING FACE 

As the Government grew older end more weighed down with its problems, Dale's cartoons reflect th 
increasing discomfiture of the Prime Minister. (Nov. 29,1934.) 





PRETTY BUBBLES IN THE AIR 
n in legal gold coverage regulations for the Dominion note 
practised by the Government. (Dec. 19, 1934.) 











































SHADES OF TAM O' SHANTER 

The curious nature of the Bennett volte face gave Dale, himself a Scot, a chance to place the situation in a Scottish setting. 

(Jan. 24,1935.) 





























CLEAR THE TRACKS 

Reports that Judge Fullerton, chairman of the board of trustees of the Canadian National, was standing out against interference by 
Dr. R. J. Manion, minister of railways, lay behind this cartoon. (Feb. 22, 1935.) 
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THE SPHINX’S INSCRUTABLE SMILE 

A plaintive request to the Government to learn what date Mr. Bennett had Axed (or the election. 
(Feb. 26,1935.) 












THREE JOLLY FELLOWS 

Speaking at Montreal, Mr. Bennett said his talks with M. Litvinoff of the Russian Soviet government and 
his reading of John Strachey's Communist writings had influenced him greatly. (Mar. 5,1935.) 






THE SACRED BEAST OF PARLIAMENT HILL 
R«(umI of Mr. Bennett to consider the recapltaliiation of the Canadian Netlonel financial structure lay 
behind this drawing. (June 1,1935.) 





^ oo -they realize 

THey ARe lives that 11 
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nine years op wasted effort before, 
-the. great betrayal - IT did not 
-Take Oodas tuat long - MV first / 
oob is -To give employment 

V Tb CANADIANS 
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PIE CRUST PROMISES 

As the On-to-Ottawa relief camp strikers crossed the Prairies, Dale recalled Mr. Bennett's Regina cam¬ 
paign speech of five years before. (June 14, 1935.) 


THE STAR EXHIBIT 

Publication of the stabilization transactions carried out by the Government in the wheat market, through the agency of Mr. John I. 
McFarland, led to this drawing. (June 29,1935.) 




































A SQUABBLE JN THE POLITICAL NURSERV 

Mr. Bennett r MscrncH for reform, ft it hinted, we* prompted to rome extent By the political ectivftie* 
ol Mt. Steven*. (My 9,1935.) 


DESERTING THE DOOMED CASTLE 

The first appointments to the many vacancies in the senate, the civil service and on the bench 
made. (July 23, 1935.) 






THE EVE OF WATERLOO 

The amazing series of defeat* suffered by the Conservative Party, federally and provincially, was bel 
to be giving Mr. Bennett something to think about. (Aug. 7, 1935.) 
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YOUTH RECOGNIZES THE ANSWER 

Appearance of the Conservative posters on the hoardings, and the announcement of the election date, led to this sharp 
comment on youth's reaction to the Government. (Aug. 16, 1935.) 










Western Canada's Outstanding Editorial Page 

The Free Press editorial pen plunges into the heart of the question. The editor 
gives his views in terse, logical sentences. This newspaper has gained thousands 
of readers throughout the west because the Free Press champions the rights of 
western people . . . because the Free Press takes a decisive stand in public 
questions. 

And News . . . 

Through three fast, unerring contacts — the Canadian Press, Associated Press, 
United Press—this newspaper brings you the living picture of a world now 
seething with"big news,-”a world now constantly in breathless anticipation of what 
the morrow will bring forth. Staff correspondents provide first-hand information 
on happenings in the world’s capitals. Alert, capable reporters write of local 
events crisply and concisely, to give you the significant news at a glance. 


The Winnipeg Free Press 
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